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Incorporate the commitment to meet AFRP-recommended American River instream
flows described in the November 20, 1997, Department of the Interior Final
Administrative Proposal on the Management of Section 3406(b)(2) water of the CVPIA.

Define actions that will be taken during periods when minimal instream flows exist in the
American River. Diversions during these periods should be avoided or flow releases
should be increased above base flows in the amount diverted to avoid fish and wildlife
impacts.

Growth inducing impacts are intended to be reduced through implementation of policies
and mitigation measures identified in County and city general plans, and related EIRs
adopted by the local land use agencies that regulate growth, and compliance with
applicable State and Federal environmental laws in the project area. Reclamation should
encourage that PCWA’s participate in supporting a regional Habitat Conservation Plan
for Placer County.

N.

The recent Judge Wanger decision requires that baseline Reclamation
operations of the Central Valley Project be consistent with D-893. This
decision supercedes USFWS' previously assumed, and Reclamation's
voluntary operational goal of striving to implement the November 20,
1997 AFRP target flow objectives for various water year types. In fact,
USFWS no longer recognizes AFRP flow objectives as appropriate
considerations, particularly regarding 3406(b)2 allocation.

Please refer to Master Response 3.1.14, Cumulative Impact Analysis.

PCWA does support and is participating in the regional development of
the Habitat Conservation Plan. Please also refer to Response L-244.1.
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PLEASE USE THIS TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT THE DRAFT EIS/EIR. YOU CAN SEND ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO:
DRAFT EIS/EIR. COMMENTS, SURFACE WATER RESOURCES, INC., 2031 HOWE AVENUE, SUITE | 10, SACRAMENTO, CA 95825
JUST FOLD THIS SELF-ADDRESSED SHEET INTO THIRDS, SEAL, STAMP, AND MAIL. THANK You,

/&P!ease check here if you would like to be on the project mailing list.
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Gerald C. Young

1005 La Reina Drive
San Marcos, CA 92069
November 12, 2001

American River Pump Station Project
Draft EIS/EIR comments

/o Surface Water Resources

2031 Howe Ave., Suite 110
Sacramento, CA 95825

Gentlemen

A 1 prefer the “Preferred Alternative”—the Mid Channel Diversion Alternative -- to this river restoration project, A PI'OJeCt Support noted
" because it will restore boatable flows to a now dry stretch of river and it may ultimately provide access to the
Confluence Parkway streich of the American River, now off limit to the general public. I urge you strongly to
adopt this alternative

Sincerely yours

Jecatd T £
Gerald C. Young

oy

American River Pump Station Project C2-400 Response to Comments
Final EIS/EIR June 10, 2002
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DrArT EISEIR COMMENTS, SURFACE WATE
JUST FOLD THIS SELF-ADDRESSED SHEET INTO THIRDS, SEAL, STAMP, AND MAIL. THANK YOU.

S Please check here if you would like to be on the project mailing list.

" PLEASE USE THIS TO SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT THE DR AFT EIS/EIR. YOU CAN SEND ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO:
OURCES, INC,, 2031 HOWE AVENUE, SUITE 110, SACRAMENTO, CA. 93825

Restroom facilities would be provided and maintained by CDPR.
Please refer to Master Response 3.1.6, Public River Access Features.

Please refer to Master Response 3.1.6, Public River Access Features.

Please refer to Master Response 3.1.5, Project Area River Restoration.

American River Pump Station Project
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June 10, 2002
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TE OF CALIFORNLA -~ THE RESOURCES AGENCY GRAY DAVIS, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

1416 NINTH STREET, P.O. BOX 942836
SACRAMENTO, CA 94236-0001
1916) 653-5791

November 9, 2001

Mr. Einar Maisch

Director of Strategic Planning
Placer County Water Agency
Post Office Box 6570
Auburn, California 95604

Mr. Roderick Hall, Environmental Specialist
Department of the Interior

Bureau of Reclamation

7794 Folsom Dam Road

Folsom, California 95630-1799

The California Department of Water Resources has reviewed the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report for the American River
Pump Station Project in Placer County, California dated August, 2001. We fully support
the Proposed Alternative, Mid-Channel Diversion.

Enclosed for your review and consideration are the Department's detailed
comments and recommendations concerning the Draft EIS/EIR. We appreciate the
opportunity to comment on the Draft EIS/EIR and look forward to working with you and
your team on the Project’s next phase.

If you have any questions or need us to expand upon our comments or
recommendations, please contact me at (916) 651-9600 or Bill Peach of DWR's
Fish Passage Improvement Program at (916) 651-9615.

Sincerely, /:
!/-/ - / N
{//‘({‘t",ffr £t .Jj/?//-( £ / r /) _.’i

William J. Bennett, Chief

Project Support and Resource
Restoration Branch

Division of Planning and Local Assistance

Enclosure

cc:  Honorable Mary D. Nichols
Secretary for Resources
The Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1311
Sacramento, California 95814

#

American River Pump Station Project
Final EIS/EIR
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Comments on the Proposed Alternative: Mid-Channel Diversion

Department of Water Resources Division of Planning and Local Assistance
Table 2-2:

Why does the Mid-Channel Proposal take only one more month to construct (22 months
A construction time) while costing nearly twice as much ($31 million) as the
Upper-Channel Proposal (21 months construction time and $17 million construction
costs)?

Water Quality:

The Water Quality section of the American River Pump Station Project Environmental
Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report addresses the engineering aspects of
meeting current storm water pollution prevention rules and regulations through the use
of appropriate Best Management Practices. The focus of discussion in this section
appears to be on temporary BMP's necessary to meet permit requirements during
construction activities. Beyond a few generic recommendations based upon broad
assumptions, the Water Quality section does not appear to fully address the bigger
issue of post-construction erosion/sediment control within the canyon both for the
proposed construction work and the initial Auburn Dam construction work of the 1970's.

Without an adequate post-construction erosion/sediment control plan, the restoration of
natural flows through this reach of the American River will increase the potential for
sedimentation downstream of the project site, a significant impact. The vast majority of
disturbed areas within the project site occur between the north side of the existing
cofferdam remnant and the outlet of the 33 foot diameter diversion pipe, a 4,000 foot
length of highly disturbed river canyon extending hundreds of feet up the canyon
side-slopes. Essentially dry year-round, this segment of the river currently serves as a
B sediment trap for this extensive disturbed area. The reintroduction of natural
river-flows through this segment of the river will be a significant beneficial impact; but it
will also eliminate a beneficial function, sediment control, which needs to be
incorporated elsewhere into the project site.

In recent years, the Regional Water Quality Control Board has been aggressively
enforcing NPDES permit requirements. The Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan, a
requirement of the permit, is designed to address two distinct phases of a project,
construction and post-construction. The SWPPP utilizes BMP's to minimize or eliminate
storm water impacts generated by disturbed areas during and following construction.
BMP's are typically divided into two categories, temporary BMP's intended as interim
solutions implemented during construction and permanent BMP's which address the
long-term solution for erosion/sediment control after the construction is completed. Both
types of BMP's are included in a SWPPP. Other agencies will commonly budget
upwards to 15 percent of their total construction dollars towards implementation of a
SWPPP for a project. For economic and logistic reasons, permanent BMP’s are
preferably installed in lieu of temporary BMP's and as early as possible during the
construction process. The lack of an adequate post-construction SWPPP, which would
include permanent hillside revegetation, could be a potentially significant issue for
RWQCB.

A

Pump station plant construction, which would occur under either alternative,
would require the greatest amount of time to complete of any project
component. Pump station construction would involve several steps, including
concrete form work and placement, completion of the pump station building,
and installation of pumps, other hardware, and electrical work. Therefore, the
two alternatives would require a similar length of time to complete. Additional
activities under the Mid-Channel Diversion Alternative include modification
and restoration of approximately 4,000 feet of the river channel. Channel
excavation would be done concurrently with other pump station construction.
The Mid-Channel Diversion Alternative includes the creation of public river
access improvements, including access roads, trails, and parking areas. The
Upstream Diversion Alternative would not require the extensive river channel
excavation work and would not provide public river access features.
Therefore, due to the increased amount of earth moving and public access-
related construction, the Mid-Channel Diversion Alternative would cost
substantially more than the Upstream Diversion Alternative.

B. The Proposed Project would include post-construction erosion/sediment

control measures as required by the NPDES SWPPP (Draft EIS/EIR, Section
3.7, Water Quality, page 3-193). As noted by the commenter, the NPDES
SWPPP shall include a description of the BMPs and control practices to be
used for both temporary and permanent erosion control measures. The
SWPPP will describe all post-construction BMPs for the project, and show
the location of each BMP on a map. Also, the SWPPP shall describe the
agency or parties responsible for the long-term maintenance of these BMPs.
Under the Proposed Project, the SWPPP would apply only to Proposed
Project construction area and not the initial Auburn Dam project construction
area. Regarding vegetation at the project site, please refer to Master
Response 3.1.5, Project Area River Restoration.

American River Pump Station Project
Final EIS/EIR
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